
 1 

THE PIC 
(Practical Ideas for Counselors) 

Tips on Social Networking and Internet Safety for 
Parents 

By: Katie Heavlin, SDSCA Technology Chair 
Today’s parents are often wondering what is Facebook? 
Snapchat? Twitter? What can my child do on it? How safe is 
it? Social networks are a relatively new advancement in the 
Internet age and continue to change and grow. They allow 
people to reconnect after years apart, or let friends vent about 
their test grades. Social networks are a great way for students 
to communicate if used in a proper manner. If they are used to 
spread rumors, create fights, or incite violence, they become a 
tool used for bullying and harassment, which causes problems 
for all involved in the situation. 

The Do’s and Don’ts of Social Networks 

 Do create photo albums with privacy settings, so only 
friends can see them. Without it, anyone on the site can ac-
cess those pictures. 

 Do, when posting pictures, tag the people in the picture as 
a courtesy. You are putting their likeness on the Internet for 
others to view! 

 Do use the privacy setting available on the site to limit who 
can see your full profile. Settings should only allow friends to 
see your pictures, your “wall”, and other information. 

 Do report threats of violence or other inappropriate post-
ings or images to the site administrators and to the proper au-
thorities, such as school officials, parents, and police. 

 Don’t be afraid to allow some people to see only a limited 
version of your profile. Not everyone has to see everything on 
your page. 

 Don’t announce on your “wall” or a “public wall” plans of 
where you are going and who you are meeting. Cyber stalkers 
are a real threat. 

 Don’t post personal information such as your address, 
phone number, dorm room, etc... 

(Story continued on page 2) 
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Katie Heavlin is a High School 

Counselor at Roosevelt High 

School in Sioux Falls, SD.  
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Upcoming  

April 23-25: SDCA Conference in 

Sioux Falls 

May 27– SD Invests Elementary in 

Mitchell, SD  

May 28– SD Invests Elementary in 

Rapid City, SD 

May 28-29– Building Healthy Rela-

tionships (Ethics Seminar) in 

Sioux Falls, SD 

June 2– SD Invests Elementary in 

Sioux Falls 

June 3– SD Invests Elementary in 

Watertown, SD 

June 28– July 1: American School 

Counselor Association Confer-

ence in Phoenix, AZ 
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Interested? 
Do you have an interesting arti-

cle or lesson to share? E-mail it 

to ashley.seeklander@k12.sd.us 

by the 1st of each month to have 

it featured in The PIC. Our sup-

plemental newsletters are pub-

lished in March, and May. We’d 

love to hear from you! 

Unite. Support. Empower. 

Presidential Ponderings 

By: Ashley Seeklander, SDSCA President 
At this summer’s ASCA conference I attended a session on so-

cial media. Social media isn’t anything new to me. I Facebook to 

keep up with family and friends and am a self-diagnosed Pinter-

est addict. Don’t worry, I am sure there’s a pin for us addicts. Un-

til this session I thought tweeting was for the birds and hashtags 

(#) were only number signs.  What I didn’t realize was the poten-

tial that a tweet, @ sign, and a  # had for outreach and advocacy. 

It gave me a new way of looking at something I had always done.   

After this session I tweeted and posted to Facebook a little bit 

more about what I was doing as a school counselor. This whole 

social media experience finally came full circle during National 

School Counseling Week. ASCA promoted a daily photo chal-

lenge. Each day I tweeted a picture and what I was doing for 

NSCW. Let’s get one thing straight- I have always celebrated 

NSCW. However, every year I have this thought that all I was re-

ally doing was celebrating my school counselor self by giving the 

staff treats and a thank you.  Wait a minute...shouldn’t that be the 

other way around? It wasn’t until I started the ASCA photo chal-

lenge that it dawned on me that I wasn’t celebrating my role as a 

school counselor. Instead, I was advocating for my role as a 

school counselor. #Advocacy #Lightbulb 

#WhydidntIthinkofthissooner  

Social media doesn’t have to be something scary or just another 

thing to do. It can end up being your biggest ally in the fighting 

the other “scary” battle...advocacy.  

Ashley Seeklander 

Ashley is the K-8 School 

Counselor at Groton Area 

Elementary and Middle 

School.  

(Continued from Page 1) 

 Don’t use social networks to spread rumors, create fights, incite violence, or any other 
form of bullying and harassment. It is called a social network, not an anti-social network. 

What should you do as a parent? 

 Be aware of what is on your student’s page. What is he/she posting? Who are his/her 
friends? 

 Become a member of the sites they use and have your student be your “friend”. 

If you have questions about the site he/she is using, ASK. Every day, students are learning 

more and more about technology, be informed. 

Follow SDSCA on Twitter 

@SDSCounselors 

mailto:%20ashley.seeklander@k12.sd.us
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Andrea Diehm 

Andrea Diehm works for the SD 

College Access Challenge Grant.  

Renewed? 

Membership to SDSCA runs from 

JULY 1– JUNE 30! Have you 

renewed?  

Unite. Support. Empower. 

Great Ways to Use Facebook & Twitter 

By: Andrea Diehm, SDSCA Public Relations 
Before you start reading this article and think to yourself, “Yikes! I do 

not want to add yet another thing to my plate in my job!” let me first tell 

you using social media may be a way to easily show your counseling 

efforts. My goal for this article is to show you some great ways you 

can reach students, parents and the community through Facebook 

and Twitter without spending lots of extra time in your day.  

I first want to share why using social media can be valuable for school 

counselors to utilize. Did you know around 70% of all Internet users 

are active on social media? That’s what Jeff Bullas says in his article, 

“22 Social Media Facts and Statistics You Should Know in 2014.” The 

other ‘piece of the pie’ is that a variety of ages of people access social 

media sites. Plus, with the ability to access and ever-growing use of 

social media on mobile devices, it’s a no-brainer that utilizing social 

media as a school counselor can help get your word out to a variety of 

target audiences.  

 

 

(Story continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

As an Outreach Coordinator for the South Dakota College Access Challenge Grant 

(SDCACG), I try to find useful information about college and career preparation as well as 

financial aid to post on our Facebook and Twitter pages. SDCACG focuses on providing 

outreach for underserved and underrepresented youth and their families about postsec-

ondary educational opportunities and financial aid. There are some great resources out 

there who already have social media accounts, so it’s easy to repost their useful infor-

mation. This is a big timesaver! 

Here are some of my favorite Facebook and Twitter pages and web sites in which I post to 

SDCACG’s social media pages: 

Federal Student Aid. facebook.com/FederalStudentAid & twitter.com/FAFSA. You can 

find a slew of pictures, videos and links to the StudentAid.gov web site, which is full 

of helpful information about financial aid. 

Big Future. facebook.com/MyBigFuture & twitter.com/MyBigFuture. I have found sev-

eral useful college & career preparation posts, which are linked to bigfuture.org, a 

web site by College Board.   

YouCanGo.collegeboard.org. Find inspirational videos, geared especially to at -

risk students, in which you can post to social media.  

TheMint.org. Several interactive items on financial literacy for a variety of age 

groups, including kids, can be found on this web site.  

I encourage you to check out SDCACG’s Facebook (facebook.com/SDCACG) and Twitter 

(twitter.com/SDCACG). Several resources, such as handouts, infographics, and videos 

are found here. Some of these are even tailored specifically to South Dakota. 

As you can see, once you find some key social media pages and web sites, it’s pretty easy 

to post from them and does not take much time. At the least, it’s a great public relations 

move to show your efforts as a school counselor! 

One last item you may find useful if you decide to utilize social media as part of your coun-

seling program is this link, Facebook for School Counselors: https://www.facebook.com/

notes/facebook-in-education/facebook-for-school-counselors/10151499151175570. This 

covers a wide variety of items important to the school, students and the school counselor.  

http://facebook.com/FederalStudentAid
http://www.twitter.com/FAFSA
http://facebook.com/MyBigFuture
http://www.twitter.com/MyBigFuture
https://www.facebook.com/notes/facebook-in-education/facebook-for-school-counselors/10151499151175570
https://www.facebook.com/notes/facebook-in-education/facebook-for-school-counselors/10151499151175570
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Rhoda Smith 

Rhoda Smith is the Project Di-

rector for the South Dakota  

Jump Start Program.  

Students Gain a “Jump Start” on College Success 

Submitted By: Rhoda Smith, SD Jumpstart Project Director 

 
PIERRE, S.D. – With the help of a prestigious $3.6 million federal grant, 
South Dakota State University, in partnership with six other South Dakota 
higher education institutions, has developed the South Dakota Jump Start 
program. This program intends to serve 900 Native American and/or low-
income students, helping them succeed in college by providing an academ-
ic and financial Jump Start. 

South Dakota Jump Start students are currently being identified for the next 
academic year. Eligible individuals include Native American and/or low-
income students who have graduated from a South Dakota high school and 
want to attend college for the first time. Working to assist high school stu-
dents in their decision to attend college, South Dakota Jump Start Access 
Advisors are providing students and their families the information they need 
to make this important decision. Access Advisors are currently making 
themselves available through high school, community and home visits. 
They can answer questions and assist students and families in the many 
steps that are involved in the college and financial aid application process-
es. Advisors can be reached at (844) 601-6957 or sdjumpstart@sdbor.edu. 

Participating students enter a summer campus-based experience prior to 
their freshman year of college to earn free college credits and have an op-
portunity to get acclimated to the campus. The following two summers, stu-
dents will continue to earn college credits and participate in guaranteed 
part-time employment or undergraduate research to help pay for their high-
er education. During the school year, students work with a South Dakota 
Jump Start Advisor on campus to connect with resources, create a success 
plan, and participate in Jump Start events and activities. Free text books 
and access to computers help students continue to succeed.  

“This program not only gives students a Jump Start on success in college, 
but it also provides the personnel and the resources to give students mo-
mentum toward the ultimate goal, which is graduation and a great future for 
South Dakota students and for South Dakota,” said Rhoda Smith, Project 
Director for South Dakota Jump Start. 

Led by SDSU, the four-year program will operate at all six public universi-
ties under the authority of the Board of Regents, as well as at Oglala Lako-
ta College, a tribal institution. Institutions partnering with SDSU are Black 
Hills State University, Dakota State University, Northern State University, 
Oglala Lakota College, South Dakota School of Mines & Technology, and 
the University of South Dakota.  

Do you know a school coun-

selor who meets the criteria 

for one of SDSCA’s four 

awards?  Then NOMINATE 

them! 

Our awards are: 

1. The Orv Schmieding 

Award  

2. Outstanding Profession-

al School Counselor 

3. Rising Star 

4. Special Contributions 

Award 

Criteria is available on 

SDSCA’s web-site.         

Nominations will be accept-

ed after January 1, 2015.  

Spice up your school counseling program by attending ASCA June 28-

July 1, in Phoenix, AZ. School Counseling is hot, HoT, HOT!  

mailto:sdjumpstart@sdbor.edu
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Sheila Anderson 

Sheila Anderson is the K-12 

School Counselor with the Britton-

Hecla  School District in Britton, 

SD.  

Mrs. Anderson Goes To Washington 

By: Sheila Anderson, SDSCA Mentoring Chair 
Last April when I was selected as the South Dakota School Coun-
selor of the Year, little did I know that I would be making an exciting 
trip in January of 2015.  In July, First Lady Michelle Obama spoke 
at the ASCA Annual Conference in Orlando, Florida.  She declared 
during her speech that “school counseling is a necessity to ensure 
that all our young people get the education they need to succeed in 
today’s economy.” She also promised to bring the Counselor of the 
Year Ceremony to the White House – and recently that promise 
was realized and had a huge impact on me.   

 

On January 30, in collaboration with ASCA, the White House, for 
the first time ever, hosted the Counselor of the Year Ceremony. 
The First Lady, along with television star Connie Britton, spoke in 
the East Room to honor the four finalists, 32 semi-finalists, and 
2015 School Counselor of the Year, Cory Notestine.  As the South 
Dakota School Counselor of the Year, I was a semi-finalist and was 
invited to attend this wonderful event.  When I was notified this fall, 
I was so surprised, I must have read and reread the email a dozen 
times!   

 

The day began with a brunch reception at the hotel where the final-
ists, advisory board and School Counselor of the Year Cory 
Notestine had a chance to introduce ourselves to each other.  I was 
nervous at first, but counselors are so social that by the end of the 
hour we were posing for pictures together and exchanging emails.  
I was grateful to meet so many outstanding counselors and hope to 
continue networking with them.  Next we boarded buses and head-
ed to the White House.  We were so incredibly excited and curious 
about visiting the White House.   

 

We went through many security checks before finally being ush-
ered into “the blue room.”  The décor included many famous photos 
of past presidents, many paintings from Lincoln to JFK, and many 
dishes and collectables.  We were given instructions about how the 
ceremony would go and were lined up before First Lady Michelle 
Obama and Connie Britton, who now stars on the TV hit Nashville 
and formerly played the school counselor on Friday Night Lights 
came to greet us.  Soon after this we were ushered into a gold-
toned room filled with golden chairs and rows of cameras and video 
cameras lining the back of the room.  After we were set, Connie 
came on and addressed the crowd, speaking fondly of her school 
counselor from her childhood that lived up the street and who she 
called upon often.   

(Continued on Page 7) 

Unite. Support. Empower. 

Save the Date! 

What: PFLAG Conference 

When: Friday, Sept. 25, 

Where: Spirit of Peace 

UCC Church, 6509 South 

Cliff Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 

Topic: Teen Suicide in the 

LGBT Community– What 

Can We Do?  

Presenter: Wes Nemenz– 

THE TREVOR PROJECT, 

New York City 

Registration information to 

follow.  
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(Continued from Page 6)  

She commended the room full of counselors for their efforts, stressing that “we all owe our 
school counselors a great debt of gratitude" as they work to support and nurture our students, 
putting them on the path to higher education. 

Then the First Lady took the stage to thunderous applause.  It was a surreal moment and was 
very emotion evoking.   She emphasized that counselors are the ones who “track students down 
who don’t think they’re college material, or who don’t think they can afford it, and they shake 
them up and they tell them, 'You have what it takes, I believe in you, now fill out those FAFSA 
forms and sign up for those AP classes, get started on those college essays.'”  The First Lady 
focused on her Reach Higher Initiative designed to inspire young people to complete their edu-
cation beyond high school.   

 

Next Cory Notestine, a counselor at Alamosa High School in Colorado, took to the stage. “I know 
when I started my career,” he said, “I wanted nothing more than to be an advocate for those 
without a voice.”  Humble and mild-mannered, Cory gave an inspiring speech in acceptance of 
his honor.   

 

After a group photo with First Lady Michelle Obama and Connie Britton, the finalists, family 
members and guests were treated to an elegant reception in the east wing.  Everyone then 
boarded the bus back to the hotel to rest up for the gala that evening.  The gala was held at Un-
ion Station and speakers included Richard Wong, ASCA Executive Director, Scott Thuman, host 
and local television broadcaster, Eric Waldo, Executive Director of the Reach Higher Initiative 
and Cory Notestine.  The finalists and semi-finalists were honored at this time and guests en-
joyed a fabulous three course meal.  It was a wonderful way to end a busy, excitement filled day.   

 

One of the First Lady’s main speaking points the Reach Higher Initiative.  This is the First Lady's 
effort to inspire every student in America to take charge of their future by completing their educa-
tion past high school, whether at a professional training program, a community college, or a four-
year college or university. 

 

Below is more information about the initiative, taken from http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-
higher. 

 

The Reach Higher initiative will help make sure all students understand what they need to com-
plete their education, including: 

 Exposing students to college and career opportunities 

 Understanding financial aid eligibility that can make college affordability a reality 

 Encouraging academic planning and summer learning opportunities 

Supporting high school counselors who can help more kids get into college 

 
Get Involved 

Want the First Lady to speak at your commencement next spring? Now’s your chance! 

 

 

(Continued on Page 8) 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher
http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher
http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher
http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher
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(Continued from Page 7) 

With “FAFSA season” just around the corner, First Lady Michelle Obama is calling on eve-
ry high school senior in America to complete their FAFSA form starting on January 1st, 
and for students, principals, teachers, school counselors, and administrators to show us 
how their school is taking action to get more students to fill out their forms.  High Schools, 
Learn More About the FAFSA Completion Challenge. 

 

First Lady Michelle Obama is challenging people in every college community– from stu-
dent groups to admissions officers to college presidents – to take new steps to open up 
their campus to students who don’t always see themselves attending college. By placing 
high school students on a college campus, and exposing them to the college experience, 
students will be able to visualize their own college possibilities. Colleges, Learn More 
About the Near-Peer Mentoring Challenge. 

 

Show your support: Take a photo in your college T-shirt and Instagram it, Facebook it or 
Tweet it with the hashtag #ReachHigher. 

 

Follow @ReachHigher on Twitter. Follow @ReachHigher2020 on Instagram. 

 

I want to wholeheartedly thank SDSCA for honoring me as the school counselor of the 
year for South Dakota.  I cannot express enough how grateful I am for this opportunity to 
represent our state.  Not all states had representation at this event and I’m not sure why, 
but I know SDSCA will continue to support the counselors of our state.  Being involved 
with the SDSCA board has truly changed me as a person and a school counselor. So take 
some time to nominate and recognize those around you that you see doing great things!   

Unite. Support. Empower. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher/fafsa-commencement
http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher/fafsa-commencement
http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher/near-peer-commencement
http://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher/near-peer-commencement
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ReachHigher&src=typd
http://www.twitter.com/ReachHigher
http://instagram.com/ReachHigher2020
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Sheila Anderson and her husband 

Wendell Anderson, at the SCOY Gala 

in Washington, DC.  

Unite. Support. Empower. 

Sheila Anderson with Dr. Richard 

Wong, ASCA Executive Director.  



 10 

By: Dr. Michelle Van Maanen,   

Chair of USD’s Journalism & Media Department 

 
A first year student came to my office this week to talk about career 
options. Although it doesn’t happen every day, or even every week, it 
happens frequently enough for me to empathize with all the high 
school counselors who are having similar conversations, probably mul-
tiple times a day depending upon the time of year.  

This particular student has been a part of the live TV newscast crew 
for just three weeks, and already she realizes there are many more 
jobs in media work than she ever imagined when she was in high 
school. Her original dream was to be a TV news anchor. Now she’s 
considering careers in media writing, producing, graphic design, and 
social media marketing.    

That typical conversation led me to write to you today to provide some 
information that I hope will help in conversations with your students 
down the line.  

Years ago the media field was mainly limited to print journalism, adver-
tising, public relations, TV and radio positions. The silos were strictly 
divided, with college students focusing on just one area. Now, employ-
ers don’t want people unless they are well versed in all those areas. 
Gone are the days when you could work in just advertising or just pub-
lic relations. That is why USD created the Strategic Communication 
specialization, ensuring graduates know the principles of both Ad and 
PR, as well as video production and graphic design.   

Today’s media landscape is much broader than it was even five years 
ago. Employers contact me nearly every day, hoping that we can 
share their job openings with our recent grads. Communicators and 
social media marketers are needed in industries that include finance, 
health care, non-profits, and much more.  

Those needs led our department to greatly expand, and other universi-
ties will soon follow suit. Now a student can major or minor in social 
media marketing, strategic communication (ad/pr), and/or journalism 
(including all media platforms). This year, USD is adding a new major 
and minor in sport media & marketing. Again, the new program is in-
tended to meet the demands of employers who don’t want to see grad-
uates with just marketing skills and sports knowledge. They want peo-
ple to fill positions that also require advanced media skills in video pro-
duction, social media strategies, and graphic design. 

Constantly changing media technologies affect just about every indus-
try. High school students should know that as older technologies fall 
away, newer opportunities always take their place. That student who 
walked into my office this week understands that no matter what ca-
reer she chooses, enhancing her media skills will allow her to effective-
ly market herself once she graduates. 

Dr. Michelle Van Maanen 

Dr. Van Maanen is the 

Chair of the Journalism 

and Media Department at 

the University of South 

Dakota in Vermillion, SD.  

Unite. Support. Empower. 
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National School Counseling Week 2015  

Unite. Support. Empower. 
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2015 SDSCA AWARD INFORMATION 

To make a nomination, please complete a nomination form & provide two letters of 

support. All SDSCA Award Nominations must be sent to SDSCA President-Elect 

JEFF HEAVLIN.  

Orv Schmieding Award  

The Purpose of this award is to recognize outstanding service to the area of school 

counseling over an extended period of time. This is the top award determined by the 

SDSCA Awards Committee. Please consider the following points:  

1.Length of time as a school counselor.  

2.Contributions to SDSCA.  

3.Professional contributions.  

4.Civic and local contributions.  
 

Outstanding Professional School Counselor  

This award is in recognition of a school counselor who:  

1.Has made outstanding contributions to their school, the counseling profession, or 

the community served.  

2.Has excellent rapport with pupils, parents, and school personnel.  

3.Is highly respected as a counselor of students.  

4.Is a current member of SDSCA with a Master’s degree and is certified by the State 

of SD. 

5.Has worked as a school counselor during the past year.  

6.Is working towards the development of maintenance of a comprehensive school 

counseling program.  
 

Rising Star  

This award is in recognition of a school counselor who:  

1.Is a newcomer to the profession, who has entered the field within the last five years.  

2.Is a model for new counselors demonstrating highest standards of professional 

competence.  

3.Has made outstanding contributions to the school, community, and/or profession. 

4. Has demonstrated excellent rapport with students, parents, and school personnel.  

5.Is a current member of SDSCA with a Master’s degree and is certified by the State 

of SD.  
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Special Award  

This award is given in recognition of a person or organization that has:  

1.Made a contribution of unusual significance that substantially affects the school 

counseling profession, or  

2.Made a contribution that directly affects counselors; students; or a school program, 

and is not eligible for any of the other awards.  

 

Please E-MAIL all nomination forms and letters of support to: 

Jeff Heavlin, SDSCA President-Elect, jheavlin@sfcss.org.  

If nomination forms absolutely cannot be e-mailed please mail them to: 

Jeff Heavlin, SDSCA President-Elect 

2024 S. Bradford Ct. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 

 

More information about SDSCA’s awards can be found on SDSCA’s web-site.  

SDSCA Board Positions 

There will be several board positions up for election.  

1.President-Elect (3 year commitment as President-Elect, Presi-

dent, and Past-President; 2015-2018) 

2.Middle School Vice-President (2 year term; 2015-2017) 

3.K-12 Vice President (2 year term; 2015-2017) 

We may also have unelected Committee Chair positions available 

as well. More details will be released at a later date.  

If you are curious about what a board position or committee chair 

position would entail, just ask! 
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2015 SDCA AWARDS INFORMATION 

All SDCA Award Nominations must be sent to SDCA President-Elect STA-

CY SOLSAA. 

MARVIN KEMP AWARD 

for Outstanding Service to the Counseling Profession 

This is the TOP award determined by the SDCA Board. The following points should be consid-

ered: 

1. Nominee must have contributed to the counseling profession and SDCA for an extended 

period of 

time—minimum of 10 years. 

2. Nominee must be active in his/her community as a civic leader/volunteer. 

3. Nominee must display continued professional growth. 

4. Nominee must be a member of SDCA. 

E. GORDON POLING ADMINISTRATOR AWARD 

1. Nominee must have demonstrated an understanding of the counseling profession and un-

qualified 

support of it. 

2. Nominee must be in some kind of supervisory position over counselors, counselor-interns, 

or 

students of counseling. 

3. Nominee may or may not be a member of SDCA. 

MARY W. LARK HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

1. Nominee must be an SDCA member. 

2. Nominee should have evidenced concern about human beings in special ways through car-

ing 

behavior, documented and generally recognized by peers. 

3. The award should typically, but not invariable, be for a comprehensive person concerned 

with all 

humans and their joint welfare as well as caring for another or others in a personal way. 

4. The nominee selected will have been observed in unselfish involvement over a period of 

Unite. Support. Empower. 



 17 

time in a 

cause of situation which benefits others, not self. 

5. The nominee selected will have been effective in communicating their caring. 

6. If the recipient is an ACA member, they will then be nominated for the ACA Wrenn award. 

C. J. PETERSON AWARD 

1. Nominee must have demonstrated a commitment to enhancing the career possibilities of his/

her 

clients. 

2. Nominee must have been in the profession at least 5 years. 

3. Nominee must be a member of SDCA. 

MAVIS BOOZE MENTORING AWARD 

1. Nominee must demonstrate the willingness and ability to provide support and to share insights, 

expertise, resources, and enthusiasm with other counselors. 

2. Nominee must have demonstrated an understanding of the counseling profession and shown 

respect 

for it. 

3. Nominee must be a member of SDCA. 

COUNSELOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

1. Nominee must be a current member of his/her local SDCA chapter. 

2. Nominee must be a member of the profession and a resident of his/her geographic location at 

least five years. 

3. Nominee must have demonstrated contributions to his/her community. 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS AWARD 

1. Nominee must have made a significant contribution to the counseling profession. 

2. Nominee must have demonstrated a genuine desire to help people. 

3. Nominee may or may not be a member of SDCA 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 

Please see the Chapter of the Year Nomination Form. 

AWARD NOMINATION CRITERIA 

Unite. Support. Empower. 
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1.All nominations must come from either areas of specialty or chapters. Individuals are encour-

aged 

2.to channel their nomination interests through their area of specialty or chapter committees. 

2. Nominating materials should include three letters: one letter of nomination and two letters of 

recommendation. Resumes are not required, but the nominator should submit a comprehensive 

compilation of the nominee’s accomplishments. 

3. Nominees for Marvin Kemp, C.J. Peterson, Mary Lark and Counselor of the Year Awards must 

be 

current members of SDCA, unless the award is given posthumously. To verify a membership, 

contact SDCA at sdcounselingmembership@gmail.com 

PLEASE: Make sure nominations packets are complete before emailing. 

Send completed packets as one email with the letters as attachments to: 

Stacy Solsaa, SDCA President Elect 

stacysolsaa@gmail.com 

Please write in the subject line: 

SDCA AWARDS—(Name of Award) 

A completed packet would include: 

Nomination form, 

One letter of nomination from the chapter or area of specialty. 

Two letters of recommendation. 

You should have verified the person’s SDCA membership if it is required for the particular award. 

Completed nomination packets must be received by March 1, 2015 to be considered. 

Nomination forms and more information can be found on SDCA’s web-site.  

Unite. Support. Empower. 


